Hayes Freedom to be first ‘net zero-ready’ 


Q Building will house up 
to 200 students and has 
room to expand further 


By Danielle Frost 
Post-Record staff 


When its new building is 
te, Hayes Freedom 

Hi School will likely be the 
first of its kind in the country. 
That’s because it will be a 
“net zero- structure, 
which basi means that 
the school will theoretically be 
able to produce as much energy 
as it consumes during a year, 
coneg sce ee “i 


pcan $3.8. million 
project is expected to begin in 


after Denis Hayes, a Camas 
High School graduate who 
is credited with helping to 
develop Earth Day. 

Currently, Hayes Freedom 
students attend school in the 
Garfield Building, located 
at 14th Avenue and Garfield 
Street. Students must go to 


Liberty Middle School to do 
science labs and do not have a 
commons area. 

Principal Amy Palmer 
said she is very excited that 
the school will finally Have a 
permanent home, especially 
one that is in line with its 
mission of environmental 
a 

“It’s a great opportunity for 
us to make a building pa 
to participate in to make it run 
and work well,” Palmer said. 
“The environment has always 
been a focus of our school.” 


School District that will be 
a net zero certified building, 
but Hayes Freedom will likely 
be the first actual completed 
school to receive this 
designation. It goes beyond the 
Leadership in Environmental 
Energy and Design building 
certifications. 


underneath. The classrooms 
wil Sista to make the 
mi of available daylight. 
Outside, there will be a “main 
garden” which will be used for 
landscaping purposes. 

The ool will have 
seven classrooms, a science 
lab, administrative offices, 
a kitchen and commons 
area, a library, resource 
room, counseling center and 
computer lab, 

A committee of parents, 
administrators, architects 
and a student representative 
worked to bring the building 
from a concept to actual 


committee member and parent 
Bette-Jo Poser said. “It has 
been a long haul to get Hayes sai 
their own building.” 


Palmer agreed. 

“Finally we'll have our own 
place,” ae said. “I’m really 
excited about the commons 
because it will be somewhere 


have the kids can all congregate 


together. 

Camas_ School 
and Capital Programs Manage 
Heidi Rosenberg said that 
despite some of the lighting 


District 


about the same as a building 
without the environmentally 
friendly design. 

“You'd think it would be 
more, but without carpet in 
a lot of areas and [having] 
exposed ceilings, it’s about 
the same or even cheaper,” she 


about $3 million in bond 
money for the project, with 
the intention of securing 


matching grant money from 


the state. So far, that process 
has been going well, according 
to Rosenberg. 

“We have a great shot at 
getting state money for this, 
especially with the whole 
concept of alternative energy 
as an extra selling point,” she 


said. 

The district also received 
state matching funds for the 
new Helen Baller and Grass 
Valley elementary schools. 

Rosenberg has overseen 
several construction projects, 
but said this is the only net 
zero-ready high school she’s 
heard of in the United States. 


r An Internet search didn’t turn 


up another school, either. 

She said the net zero concept 
would be difficult to implement 
atalargerschool, butis possible 


at a smaller facility like Hayes 
Freedom, especially given its 
commitment to environmental 
stewardship. 


0 
“This building requires a 


lot of occupant participation to 
make it work because part of it 
isreducingenergyconsumption 
Sagal Rosenberg said. “If 
can have a stand-alone 
building like this, you can 
make it work.” 
The new high school will 


Dameuz Frost/Post-Reconp 
When complete, Hayes Freedom High Schoo! will likely be the first “net 
zero-ready” school in the United States. 


be located at Northeast Ione 
Street, which is the site of the 
currentdistrictadministration 


ices. 

The district staff will be 
moving to the vacated J.D. 
Zellerbach Elementary School 
this summer. 

Hayes Freedom students 
will also be at JDZ for the 
following year before i 4 
into the new building in 4 
2010 


poss 


